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be involved in court proceedings. In the light of this I have had to decline all 
invitations for speaking engagements for the next month or so. The injunction 
will mean that our whole transportation system will have to be reorganized. It is 
absolutely necessary that I be on hand to supervise this monumental responsi- 
bility. But for this, I would have been more than happy to come to Pontiac. Please 
know that I regret this very deeply. 

I hope things are going well with you and your work in Pontiac. I was delighted 
to know that you plan to contribute five dollars a week to our cause from your 
church. This will go a long, long way in aiding us in our struggle. I will look 
forward to seeing you in the very near future. 

With warm personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLKb 

Transcribed and signed in the absence of Rev. King. 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 66. 

From Julius Waties Waring 

g November 1956 
New York, N.Y. 

King and Ralph Abernathy had invited Waring, a retiredfederal district judge, to 
attend the MAS Institute on Nonviolence and Social Change in early December..‘ 
Waring had nullzjied South Carolina’s white Democratic primary in 1947, and his 
1951 dissent in a school desegregation case, Briggs v. Elliott, helped set the stage for 
the Supreme Court’s Brown decision in 1954. 

Messrs. M. L. King and Ralph D. Abernathy, 
Montgomery Improvement Association, 
530-C So. Union Street, 
Montgomery, Alabama. 

Gentlemen: 

I wish to offer to you and the Montgomery Improvement Association my hearty 
congratulations on the great fight for freedom and the American Creed which 

I.  Julius Waties Waring (1880-1968), born in Charleston, South Carolina, received his B.A. (1900) 
from the College of Charleston. He served as assistant United States attorney in Charleston from 1914 
to 1920 and as the city of Charleston’s corporation counsel from 1933 to 1942. President Roosevelt 
appointed Waring to the federal bench in 1942, where he served until his retirement in 1952. H e  often 
endured harassment because of his pro-civil rights rulings. 
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you have made in Montgomery. You have shown the nation that decency and 
courage will eventually prevail. You have sufferred vicious persecution and have 
undergone losses and privations. The immediate issue has not been won as yet 
but such faith and determination is bound to be triumphant and the persecutors 
must themselves by this time come to realize that they are fighting a cruel but 
losing effort. The entire nation salutes you and prays for your early relief and 

I thank you for your invitation to attend the anniversary meeting but regret 
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victory. 

that I cannot be there in person but I am there with you in spirit. 

Sincerely, 
[signed] 
J. Waties Waring. 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 89. 

From L. Harold DeWolf 

g November 1956 
Boston, Mass. 

Dear Martin, 

It was a great pleasure to have you in our home. Our only regrets were that the 
time was so short and that the rest of your family could not be with you. 

We are hoping that before long you can make some such arrangements as we 
talked of here, so that you and your family can come to Boston for a period of 
rest, spiritual renewal and writing. If this were planned some weeks ahead we 
think we could arrange for you to live in the Danielson guest house in Wellesley 
where you could have privacy together and a minimum of  disturbance. At the 
same time you would be within easy commuting distance of the libraries and 
other facilities of the city. 

Dean Muelder and I have talked together about this and we are confident that 
we could find means of relieving you of the financial burden of such an arrange- 
ment, if you can work out a scheme for the handling of your responsibilities in 
Montgomery for a time. Let us know when you see your way clear to plan dates 
and other details. 

Your address in Boston was stirring and helpful to the causes which you so ably 
represent. 

Our concerns and prayers will be with you through the difficult days ahead. 

Fraternally yours, 
[signed] Harold 

TLS. MLW-MBU: Box 15. 
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